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April 13, 1990
UM PRESIDENT'S RACE NARROWED TO SIX 
MISSOULA—
The search for a new president of the University of Montana has 
been narrowed from an initial field of 85 candidates to six, half of 
whom already have strong ties to UM, law school Dean Martin Burke, 
head of the search committee, announced today.
The six semifinalists for the post being vacated by James V.
Koch are: UM Vice President for University Relations Sheila M. 
Stearns; John E. Van de Wetering, president of State University of 
New York College at Brockport and a former chairman of the UM history 
department; UM alumnus George M. Dennison, history professor, provost 
and vice president for academic affairs at Western Michigan 
Universi y in Kalamazoo; Dale F. Nitzschke, president of Marshall 
University in Huntington, w. Va.; Patrick J. O'Rourke, chancellor of 
the University of Alaska in Fairbanks; and Terry J. van der Werff, 
dean of science and engineering at Seattle University.
"We have an outstanding group of candidates, each of whom was 
nominated for this position and comes to us highly recommended by 
leaders in the academic world," Burke said. "We are fortunate that 
each of these candidates has agreed to visit our university and 
continue discussions with us."
Stearns was director of alumni relations at UM before she was
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named a vice president in 1987. Earlier, she was a library-media 
specialist for Missoula Public Schools and a teacher of English and 
history at Wiesbaden Junior High School in West Germany. She earned 
a Ed.D. from UM in 1983 and holds a master's in history and 
bachelor's in English from UM.
Van de Wetering was president of Eastern Montana College in 
Billings before taking the top job at SUNY-Brockport in 1981. He 
taught at UM from 1961 to 1976 and served as chairman of the history 
department from 1968 to 1975. He has also held teaching positions at 
the University of Iowa, University of Washington and University of 
Idaho. He earned his bachelor's, master's and Ph.D. in history from 
the University of Washington. His wife, Maxine Van de Wetering, is a 
philosophy professor at UM.
Before joining Western Michigan University in 1987, Dennison 
held numerous positions at Colorado State University, starting as an 
assistant professor of history in 1969 and ending as associate 
academic vice president. His first jobs were as an assistant 
professor of history at the University of Arkansas and the University 
of Washington. He received a Ph.D. in history at the University of 
Washington in 1967, and holds bachelor's and master’s degrees from 
UM.
Nitzschke has been president of Marshall University since 1984. 
Previously, he served as a professor of education and vice president 
for academic affairs at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, and as 
professor and dean of the College of Education at the University of
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Northern Iowa. He has held associate dean positions at State 
University College of Arts and Science in Plattsburgh, N.Y., and Ohio 
University, where he also worked as an assistant professor of 
education and director of the Educational Placement Bureau. He began 
his career as an education instructor at Loras College in Dubuque, 
Iowa, where he later chaired the education department. He holds a 
master's and Ph.D. in guidance and counseling from Ohio University, 
and a bachelor's in education from Loras College.
O'Rourke has been chancellor of the University of Alaska, 
Fairbanks since 1981. Earlier, he served as chancellor of the 
Division of Rural Education for the University of Alaska system, as 
executive dean of University of Alaska, Bethel, and as project 
director for Upward Bound at the University of Alaska, Fairbanks. He 
holds a Ph.D. in education from the University of Connecticut, a 
master's in psychology from Indiana State University, and a 
bachelor's in psychology and English from St. John's University in 
Jamaica, N.Y.
Before becoming a dean at Seattle University in 1981, van der 
Werff was chief biomedical engineer, senior lecturer and head of the 
biomedical engineering department at Groote Schuur Hospital and 
University of Cape Town in South Africa. He has also worked as an 
assistant professor at the University of Colorado Medical Center and 
Colorado State University, and as a staff engineer evaluating 
aerospace vehicle test requirements for Aro, Inc. in Tullahoma, Tenn. 
He holds a Ph.D. in biomedical engineering from Oxford University,
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and bachelor's and master’s degrees in mechanical engineering from 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
The six semifinalists will visit UM late this month or early in 
May to meet with various campus constituencies. Each candidate will 
spend two days on UM's Missoula campus and one day at the 
university's Western Montana College in Dillon. The search committee 
plans to submit three finalists to the Board of Regents by the end of 
May, with the selection of UM's 16th president expected in June.
Koch, president of UM since 1986, will leave the university 
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